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Before the
FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Washington, DC 20054

In the Matter of

Amendment of 73.202(b)
Table of Allotments
FM Broadcast Stations
(Sulphur Bluff, TX)

To: Kathleen Scheuerle
Allocations Branch
Mass Media Bureau
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Comments of Petitioner

Sulphur Bluff Radio Broadcasting Company respectfully sub-

mits these Comments in support of its Petition to amend the FM

Table of Allotments to add channel 259A at Sulphur Bluff, TX.

DISCUSSION

Petitioner respectfully submits that the public interest

would be served by allocating channel 259A to Sulphur Bluff, TX,

as that community's first local broadcast transmission service.

Sulphur Bluff is a dairy farming and ranching center in

Hopkins County, TX. Sulphur Bluff's population is estimated to

be 280-300 persons 1/ and, according to the 1990 US Census, the

county population increased 14.2 percent between 1980 and 1990.

Sulphur Bluff has its own School District (Sulphur Bluff School

District) and its own post office/zip code (75481). Like other

"communities" to which the FCC has allotted a "first local aural

1/ See Texas State Data Center, estimate as of January I,
1996, confirmed by undersigned counsel's phone interview with
Sulphur Bluff Post Office in November 1999.
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service," Sulphur Bluff also has three local churches v and a

Community Center. Among its commercial business establishments

are a gas station, Dorner's Grocery, and Albert's Gun Shop.

Local civic activities take place at two local ball fields and

the Masonic Lodge of Sulphur Bluff. Sulphur Bluff also has its

own volunteer fire department. Sulphur Bluff Postmaster Linda

Baker notes that Sulphur Bluff's "sense of community" derives

from the fact that there is no other nearby town to serve the

needs of area ranchers and dairy farmers; indeed, she notes that

Sulphur Bluff serves the needs of nearby towns that have no post

office (such as Birthright, Dike and Nelta, TX); and she notes

that Sulphur Bluff's residents actively support both the Sulphur

Bluff School activities and the Sulphur Bluff Volunteer Fire

Department. J./

Although Sulphur Bluff is admittedly a small town, it is

clearly an "identifiable population grouping" and -- because the

several hundred residents have no other nearby town to turn to

for daily services -- Sulphur Bluff qualifies as a "community"

for FCC allotment purposes. See Semora, North Carolina, 5 FCC

Rcd 934 (1990) ("community" found even where no local schools and

population estimated at only 150).

Moreover, Sulphur Bluff is not a small town on the fringe of

some larger urban (or even rural) community. See Ca1-Nev-Ari et

Z/ Sulphur Bluff Assembly of God, Sulphur Bluff Methodist
Church, Sulphur Bluff Baptist Church.

J./ Phone interviews with Ms. Baker by undersigned counsel
in November 1999.
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al., Docket No. 93-279, Memorandum Opinion and Order, released

October 8, 1999 (Application for Review granted) ("community"

found where there were two population groups totalling about 350

persons on either side of road, even though there were no local

schools or any local civic group). As in Cal-Nev-Ari, Sulphur

Bluff is more than 20 miles from any town of comparable size ~/

and has numerous businesses, churches etc. that incorporate the

town's name into their names. Id., Docket 93-279, at para. 6-8.

Indeed, Sulphur Bluff has more of the social and economic indicia

of a "community" than existed in either the Semora or the Cal-

Nev-Ari cases. ~/ In sum, the evidence establishes that Sulphur

Bluff -- whose post office dates back to May 12, 1846! -- is a

distinct geographical population grouping that qualifies under

FCC precedent as a "community" for allotment purposes.

Allotment of channel 259A to Sulphur Bluff, TX would provide

that community with its first local transmission service and

would result in a preferential arrangement of FM allotments. See

Revision of FM Assignment Policies and Procedures, 90 FCC 2d 88

(1992).

~/ See 1998 Rand McNally Commercial Atlas (Sulphur Springs
is 21 miles away); ide (interview with Postmaster Linda Baker,
supra) .

~/ Unlike Sulphur Bluff, the community of Cal-Nev-Ari had
no local school system, no churches nor any local civic organiza
tion. The population of Sulphur Bluff is twice that of Semora,
NC, and Sulphur Bluff has more churches than did Semora.
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Finally, should this Petition be granted, and channel 259A

be allotted to Sulphur Bluff, TX, Petitioner will apply for

channel 259A and, after it is authorized, will promptly construct

the new facility.
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Robert Lewis Thomps
TAYLOR THIEMANN & A TREN, L.C.
908 King Street, Suite 300
Alexandria, VA 22314
(703) 836-9400

Counsel for Sulphur Bluff Radio
Broadcasting Company
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